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Abstract

This study investigates a student-led Japanese language class at a university in
Moscow. It was an experimental class for Russian students who were accustomed to
a traditional passive-learning style. It aims to foster the students’ autonomy in
Japanese language learning.

The purposes of the study are (1) describing the student-led class in detail to
share the practice, (2) investigating what the students thought of the class which was
their first experience with an active-learning style as opposed to a passive-learning
style, and (3) analyzing what they had learned from the student-led class. For these
purposes, students’ reflection notes and a year-end survey are used for analysis.

The design of the class is one in which each student has to search what the
entire class should learn and conduct the class on his or her own. It has been
revealed that the students took a long time to prepare the materials before leading
the class, which made them learn on their own. The types of learning materials that
they chose for the class are discussed in the paper. Some students used the same
resources or topics as other students. It indicates that they had learned about the new
learning resources from each other, in addition to where they should look for the
materials.

The study also examines how the student-led class was perceived by Russian
students. It was apparent that the students highly evaluated the new style of the class.
It was observed that the students understood other students’ thoughts and opinions
through discussion, which in turn led to them better understanding their own. The
students were stimulated by one another. Lastly, their reflections showed some clear
assessments of what they have learned. However, it seemed difficult for them to put
their learning into words; students might need further support from the teacher in
this area.
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Second Language Acquisition, Learner’s Autonomy, Active Learning Style, Japanese
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